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Community Benchmarks - Status
Benchmark

(each measured over prior 14 days)
Status

1/20/21
Status

1/27/21
Status
2/3/21

Status
2/10/21

Avg. daily new case count in 
Brookline = <10 per 100k people 27.4 24.3 19.9 15.3

Avg. daily new case count in 
Mass. = <10 per 100k people 75.5 59.4 48.9 38.5

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Brookline = <5.0% 2.31% 2.05% 1.52% 1.16%

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Massachusetts = <5.0% 6.85% 5.51% 4.32% 3.40%

Because at least two of these four thresholds have been exceeded, Panel 4 has 
advised PSB to make further enhancements to anti-transmission measures: 

www.brookline.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA01907509/Centricity/Domain/62/PSB%20Advisory%20Panel%204%20-
%20Statement%20of%20Recommendations%20for%20Times%20of%20Elevated%20Community%20Spread_12.11.20.pdf

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-



MA DPH Color Scale

Brookline’s population is ~60,000

Chart source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting



Trends: Avg. Daily New Cases per 100k

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-
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Trends: Test Positivity (Brookline)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-
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Trends: Test Positivity (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-
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Trends: Test Positivity and Testing 
Volume (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Daily Test Volumes and 
Positivity (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Brookline in Regional Context
(as of 2/10/2021)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-

Municipality Avg. Daily 
Cases/100k L14D

% of Tests Positive 
L14D

Total Tests L14D / 
Muni. Population

Dedham 66.2 6.3% 16%
Boston 38.8 1.8% 34%
Milton 36.8 2.3% 24%

Somerville 30.1 1.1% 43%
Watertown 28.8 2.3% 21%
Needham 28.1 2.0% 23%

Cambridge 21.5 0.8% 48%
Arlington 20.7 2.0% 16%
Newton 20.3 0.8% 40%

Wellesley 20.2 0.8% 36%
Belmont 16.2 1.9% 16%

Brookline 15.3 1.2% 21%



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Trends Over Time

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard?authuser=0



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts: 
By School

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard?authuser=0



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Students (By Grade) and Staff

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard?authuser=0



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Asymptomatic Testing Program Results

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard?authuser=0

• 1,805 total tests processed over four weeks
• 3 positives and 1,802 negatives 
• = 0.17% cumulative avg. test positivity



Public Schools of Brookline Case Counts:
Asymptomatic Testing Program Results

Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard?authuser=0
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Brand New CDC Guidance Today

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/K-12-Operational-
Strategy-2021-2-12.pdf

• Five key mitigation strategies to achieve “limited to no 
transmission in the schools”:

• Universal and correct use of masks
• Physical distancing*
• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
• Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities
• Contact tracing in combination with isolation and 

quarantine, in collaboration with the health 
department

• Also helpful:
• Ventilation
• Surveillance testing



Brand New CDC Guidance Today, ctd.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/K-12-Operational-
Strategy-2021-2-12.pdf

Schools providing in-person instruction should prioritize 
two mitigation strategies: 
1. Universal and correct use of masks should be 

required, at all levels of community transmission. 
2. Physical distancing (at least 6 feet) should be 

maximized to the greatest extent possible. In hybrid 
instruction, scheduling should be planned to ensure 
physical distancing. 



Brand New CDC Guidance Today, ctd.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/K-12-Operational-
Strategy-2021-2-12.pdf

Core principle for physical distancing: Establish school 
policies and implement structural interventions to 
promote physical distance of at least 6 feet between 
people. In areas with substantial and high community 
transmission, physical distancing is essential in providing 
protection, minimizing risk of exposure, and limiting the 
number of close contacts among cases. The 
interventions presented in this section provide examples 
of ways to promote physical distancing and alternatives 
when physical distancing is not always feasible.



Brand New CDC Guidance, ctd.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/K-12-Operational-
Strategy-2021-2-12.pdf



Brand New CDC Guidance, ctd.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/K-12-Operational-
Strategy-2021-2-12.pdf



Appendix – For Reference As Needed



Statewide Test Results by Day

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity and Testing 
Volume (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Daily Positive Test Counts and 
Positivity (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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MA DESE Guidance – In-Person/Remote
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/interpreting-dph-metrics.html

 Districts are expected to prioritize in-person learning across all color-
coded categories, unless there is suspected in-school transmission, in 
accordance with DESE's Guidance on Responding to COVID-19 
Scenarios. Transmission in schools is defined as spread of the virus 
between people during interactions in the school setting. While there 
have been positive COVID-19 cases of staff and students in schools, 
most of these infections have occurred outside of the school setting. If 
there is suspected in-school transmission, then the affected 
classrooms or schools should temporarily shift to remote learning, in 
accordance with DESE's Guidance on Responding to COVID-19 
Scenarios. Classrooms and schools should reopen after appropriate 
mitigation strategies have been implemented, as determined in 
consultation with the local board of health, DPH, and DESE.



MA DESE Guidance – In-Person/Remote
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/interpreting-dph-metrics.html

 Districts and schools in communities designated gray, green, or yellow 
are expected to have students learning fully in-person, if feasible. A 
hybrid model should be used only if there is no other way to meet health 
and safety requirements. Parents and caregivers will continue to have the 
option to choose a district's remote learning program for their children.

 Schools in red communities should implement hybrid models, while 
maximizing in-person learning time for high-needs students. 

…

 Fully remote instructional models should be implemented only as a last 
resort in classrooms, schools, or districts when there is suspected in-school 
transmission or a significant municipal outbreak, in accordance with 
DESE's Guidance on Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios. Classrooms and 
schools should reopen after appropriate mitigation strategies have been 
implemented, as determined in consultation with the local board of 
health, DPH, and DESE.
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